
 Sunday morning service 5th December 2021
2nd Sunday in Advent 

KPC church notices

Monday 6th December 2021.   Monday  Lunch 12:30 £5 
per person 

Monday 6th December 2021  Craft Group  19:00 - 21:00

Wednesday 8th December 2021. Babies and 
Toddlers from 09:00

Thursday 9th December 2021  ‘Drop in’ at the 
Church from 10:00 until 13:00 

All welcome to attend the activities.

Saturday 11th December 2021 at Loch Insh from 11:00 
until 15:00

The Craft Group have taken a table at the Christmas 
Craft Fair at the Boathouse to sell the goods from our 
table. It would be lovely if you could pop in and say hello, 
you might even find some Christmas gifts.

Note for Elders
Please collect the newsletters and Christmas cards for 
delivery to your districts from table in hall. Thank you.

 



Good morning and welcome to worship this morning
Today is the 2nd Sunday in Advent

God we thank you for Zechariah and Elizabeth and for 
the birth of their son. John the Baptist. We give thanks 
that he prepared the way for the coming of our Lord. You 
are their God and our God: you are their Father and our 
Father. Help us to know that as you came to them you 
come to us.

Hymn 266 God the Omnipotent!  King

People of vision

Advent is a time when we rejoice in the coming of Christ 
into our lives, that he came at Christmas, and that he 
comes again to be our Lord and King. Advent celebrates 
that our God comes to us again and again. Today is the 
second Sunday in Advent when we remember the 
prophets and give thanks for all people of vision.

Invitation to worship

With all the prophets and people of vision we rejoice in 
the grace and goodness of God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit

Reading Malachi 3: 1-4     



“I will send my messenger, who will prepare the way 
before me. Then suddenly the Lord you are seeking will 
come to his temple; the messenger of the covenant, 
whom you desire, will come,” says the Lord Almighty.
But  who can endure the day of his coming? Who can 
stand when he appears? For he will be like a refiner’s fire 
or a launderer’s soap. 3He will sit as a refiner and purifier 
of silver; he will purify the Levites and refine them like 
gold and silver. Then the Lord will have men who will 
bring offerings in righteousness, and the offerings of 
Judah and Jerusalem will be acceptable to the Lord, as in 
days gone by, as in former years.

                   

Hymn 472: Come thou long expected Jesus

2nd Reading Philippians1: 3-11   

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my 
prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because of 
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until now, 
being confident of this, that he who began a good work in 
you will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ 
Jesus.
It is right for me to feel this way about all of you, since I 
have you in my heart and, whether I am in chains or 
defending and confirming the gospel, all of you share in 
God’s grace with me. God can testify how I long for all of 
you with the affection of Christ Jesus.



And this is my prayer: that your love may abound more 
and more in knowledge and depth of insight, so that you 
may be able to discern what is best and may be pure and 
blameless for the day of Christ, filled with the fruit of 
righteousness that comes through Jesus Christ—to the 
glory and praise of God.

                     

Hymn 475 Christ is coming
         
Let us pray

Father God, just as you sent your servant John into the 
wilderness to prepare the way of the Lord and make 
ready your people to receive him, so prepare us now to 
respond afresh to the gift of Christ to all that you offer us 
through him. Give us readiness truly to listen, learn, 
worship and respond, receiving the forgiveness he 
extends and the renewal he makes possible, and giving 
back in return our heartfelt gratitude expressed in true 
commitment and faithful service.
In His name we pray. 

Amen
 

Thought for the Day

Today we read one example of many references from the 
prophets to a messenger who will prepare people for the 



coming of the anointed one, the long-awaited Messiah or 
Christ. It is typical of God's provision for his people. All 
teachers and builders know the necessity for thorough 
preparation and the way this so often involves chipping 
back to the solid foundations and making good. Anyone 
in advertising knows that people may need telling the 
same thing several times before they are likely to do 
anything about changing their favourite product.
So God knowing human nature affectionately and 
realistically  tells us beforehand what he will do, and then 
provides John who himself points towards someone else. 
Hopefully there will be those who, having heard the 
prophesies, will already be waiting expectantly, ready to 
latch on to what the messenger is saying. There will be 
those who, through John's urgent message, will be 
sorting their lives out so that when Jesus' ministry begins, 
their hearts will be already tuned to receive what he has 
to say and eventually to recognise who he is.
And what about us? Paul's prayer, similar to that in the 
letter to the ‘ Thessalonians last week , is rather like the 
image of carrying a very full mug of tea from the kitchen 
back to bed, carefully holding it so that nothing spills and 
nothing is lost on the way. We are in the privileged 
position of having read the prophesies, Sen them fulfilled 
in John the Baptist, and having met Jesus through the 
Gospels and his living presence. So in a sense we are 
like the full mug of tea. At another level is the recognition 
that it isn't enough to hear John's message once. It does 
us all good to use each Advent as a fresh chance to look 
at our lives and habits,  and sort them out; to be ruthless 
about anything which is impairing our walk with God.



These words from Mark 1:3

The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the 
way of the Lord: make his paths straight.

Illustration

The Sunday before the beginning of Advent used to be 
called ‘ Stir-up Sunday’ for two reasons. The prayer for 
the Sunday begins, ‘Stir up, O Lord, the wills of your 
faithful people’ ; a wonderful prayer that wants us to 
‘ bring forth the fruits of good works'. It is by what we do 
that we will be  known, so it is important that our works 
are good, important that we do something. Traditionally 
‘Stir-up Sunday’ was also the time when the Christmas 
cake was made. Mother would get all the ingredients – 
the flour, the fruit, the eggs – and mix them together. 
Everyone in the house had a stir of the cake before it 
went into the oven. All this was part of the preparations 
before Christmas.
We now often spend weeks preparing for this one day. 
How much time do we spend preparing for the coming of 
God to us? If someone is coming to stay, we will make 
sure there is room for them, that we have time for them, 
that we will give them some attention. Our God comes 
and seeks room in our lives; he wants us to be aware of 
him, for us to give him some of our time and attention. 
Are you prepared for this? 

Amen



Prayers of Intercession

Lord Jesus Christ, we remember today how so many 
looked forward to your coming, but we remember also, 
how it became harder to go on believing as the years 
went by; how hope began to fade and dreams began to 
die, until, finally, you came – the fulfilment of prophecy, 
the culmination of God's purpose, the definitive 
expression of his love. Lord of all, the Word made flesh.
Bring hope to your world today.

We remember with gladness how you brought hope 
throughout your ministry, a sense of purpose to those for 
whom life seemed pointless – the poor, the sick, outcasts 
and broken-hearted – light shining in their darkness, joy 
breaking into their sorrow, new beginnings in what had 
seemed like the end. Lord of all, the Word made flesh.
Bring hope to your world today.

Hear our prayer for those who mourn or wrestle with 
illness, or watch loved ones suffer. Reach out in love, and 
grant them your strength and comfort. Lord of all, the 
Word made flesh. Bring hope to your world today.
Lord Jesus Christ, we remember your promise to come 
again in glory, the culmination of God's purpose, the 
ultimate victory of love.
May that conviction, bring new faith, new vision and new 
purpose wherever life seems hopeless.



Lord of all, the Word made flesh, bring hope to your world 
today. In your name we pray together saying,  
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen
 
Hymn 519  Love Divine, all loves excelling

BENEDICTION

Advent
Look forward in hope to the coming of your Saviour 
prepare the way for Christ your Lord; welcome him with 
love and faith when he comes in glory.
And the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you 
always. 

Amen
 
Hymn 786 May the God of peace go with us


