
Order of Service 25th July 2021 
 
Prelude 
Welcome, Good morning and welcome to our online worship, The Prelude we heard played for us on the St 
Bride's Organ by Mr John Crombie was ‘Adagio' by John Stainer:  
 
Our 1st Hymn this morning is 
 
HYMN 624 “In Christ there is no East or West.” 
 
Call to prayer: God is near to all who call on him, He, listens when we pray. So let's bring our prayers to God 
with confidence, knowing that He will hear and answer. 
Prayer: Let us pray:  
Lord God, You heap Your love upon us like a parent providing for their family’s needs. Forgive us when, like 
spoilt children, we treat Your generosity as our right or hug it obsessively. Forgive us that we have kept what we 
have to ourselves rather than offering it up to You that You might feed and sustain others. Forgive us that we 
have failed to be concerned about the waste that society produces. Forgive us when we have wanted more for 
ourselves at the cost of another. As we gather now to worship You, fill us with anticipation of Your word to us. 
Strengthen us for service and renew us that we might share in Your purpose in giving life to the world. In Jesus' 
name we pray. Amen 
 
Our first reading this morning is 2nd Kings 4:42-44 
  
First thought then intro to 2nd HYMN 600: Spirit of God, unseen as the wind.  
 
FIRST THOUGHT 
The short passage from 2nd Kings is the fourth miracle that Elisha performed, this demonstrates that he is a 
prophet worthy of inheriting the role of his predecessor, Elijah. 
This story occurs during a famine when food is not so much a luxury as a necessity. Elisha receives God's 
promise that there will be plenty and it is proved. Once again , this passage proves God's miraculous provision 
for God's people, even in the face of disbelief. We see the link in this reading to our gospel reading. Elisha's 
servant genuine and practical question in response to his master's command is similar to that asked by Philip in 
our Gospel reading. Not only does God’s promise that they will eat, and there will be some left over. Not only 
does God meet a necessity. God more than satisfies. 
Amen 
 
We listen to our second Hymn, ‘Spirit of God unseen as the wind. 
 
2nd Reading: John 6:1-21 
 
SECOND THOUGHT 
The feeding of the five thousand reveals a good deal about Jesus and his mission. First there is the compassion 
of Jesus. He saw the hunger of the people who had been following him for a good while. He had compassion for 
the people who were physically and spirituality hungry. It would have been easy to say, ‘There are too many of 
them;’ It would have been easy to say, ‘There are too many of them ; we cannot hope to feed them.’ Jesus has 
compassion: his heart goes out to them. 
There is also the challenge of Jesus. He asks Philip, ‘Where can we buy bread?” For Philip this must have been 
a daunting question when Philip looked at the crowd. Did Philip look at the crowd and try to work out how much it 
would cost to feed this number of people. Jesus was challenging Philip and the disciples to look at their potential 
and consider what they might do. Though the resources are small, they can be transformed if put into God's 
hands. Andrew the disciple we hear little of, has see a young lad who has five barley loaves and two fish. A small 
amount among so many people. We can often think and wonder if our small efforts make a difference,  we learn 
here that they do. Jesus commands that ‘they make the people  sit down.’ The disciples were being asked to get 
the people ready for a meal and then after the prayer , to distribute it. Jesus does not work alone; he works 
through us and with us. Without Jesus, we cannot do any great works. Without us, Jesus will not work; he wants 
us to willingly share with him. 
Next is the concern of Jesus. Jesus says, ‘Gather up the fragments left over , so that nothing may be lost.’ Who 
would have thought that Jesus, who could feed five thousand with five loaves, would be bothered about crumbs 
and scraps? Jesus does not want waste: He is concerned how we use the things around us and how we deal 
with the world. It is good to know Jesus is concerned for the leftovers and that which is lost: they are precious in 
his sight. 
Lastly, notice the caution of Jesus . The people were excited . Some saw the feeding as a ‘sign, saying, ‘This is 
indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’ They wanted to take him by force to make him king. Jesus did 



not come for this kind of kingship to be a puppet of the people. The people were after Jesus for what they could 
get out of him. Jesus once again withdrew to the mountain by himself. 
Yet in even doing this there are hints that Jesus is like Moses who went up on Mount Sinai.  
Amen 
 
Prayer: + intro to 3rd Hymn: HYMN 502: Take my life, Lord, let it be 
 
PRAYERS for Others 
Living God, we pray for those who face the future with uncertainty or anxiety - Those who fear it, who despair of 
it, or who feel they have no future. 
We pray for those in the troubled places of our world – those who long for peace, an end to conflict and a time of 
harmony, but who in their hearts have given up hoping. 
We pray for those who face trauma and upheaval in their lives – what seemed secure swept from under 
them,  what they had hoped for denied them, what they had trusted in proven false. We remember all who have 
lost loved ones to Covid. 
We pray for those who have worked in our hospitals nursing the sick. 
Living God, reach out to all for whom the future seems uncertain or unwelcome, and bring the assurance that 
even in the darkest moments, the greatest challenges , the most worrying times, you are there working out your 
purpose ; able to bring light out of darkness, hope out of despair, joy out of sorrow, and good out of evil.  We pray 
together saying:- Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed  be thy name. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts,  as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation,  but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,  and the power, and the glory for ever.  
 
Amen 
  
HYMN 553: Just as I am, without one plea 
 
BENEDICTION: Whatever today may hold, whatever tomorrow might bring, the future is secure, for Christ is with 
us, the same yesterday, today and forever. Love each moment with him in quiet confidence and joyful 
celebration, for he is ours and we are his for eternity. And the blessing of God the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Spirit be with you this day and remain with you.  
 
Amen 
 
intro to Postlude 
 
Postlude: The postlude is ‘Alla Marcia’ by Thomas Adams, played on the St Bride's Organ by Mr John 
Crombie 
  
  
 
 


