
SUNDAY SERVICE 26th September. 
 
 
Call to Worship: 
 
"Come, let us praise the Lord!  Let us sing for joy to God who protects us!  Let us come 
before him with thanksgiving and sing joyful songs of praise, for the Lord is a mighty God, a 
mighty King over all the gods.  He rules over the whole earth." 
Psalm 95 v 1-4a. 
 
Our first item of praise is the metrical version of Psalm 95, which we find at no. 59 in the 
hymn book: "O come and let us to the Lord" 
 
Opening prayer of praise and thanks, based on Psalm 95: 
Let us pray: 
      Lord, we would come and praise you today, united as a family of your people, different 
in personalities, backgrounds, ages, but all one in you, our Rock, our Salvation, our Saviour. 
      We praise you that we can come before you to praise and thank you - that Jesus has 
opened up the way to the Father for us. 
      We praise you because you are worthy of praise, the maker of heaven and earth and all 
that they contain.  There is no other god besides you, no-one worthy of praise and worship. 
      As we look around us here and see the wonders of your creation, help us never to forget 
the Creator; help us never to take this beautiful world for granted and use it casually or 
selfishly. 
     You are so great, so pure, so holy.  We are so small and sinful.  Forgive us, Lord, for our 
pride, our selfishness, our thoughtlessness, and help us to worship you as you would have 
us worship you, not only by our words, but by our lives, today and everyday. 
      Hear us as we pray the prayer that Jesus taught his disciples, to show them how to pray, 
saying, 
 
Our Father, who art in Heaven, hallowed be Thy Name. 
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil;  for Thine is the Kingdom, the Power 
and the Glory 
For ever, 
Amen.      
 
Readings:   
Psalm 19 v 7-14  

7 The law of the Lord is perfect; it gives new strength. The commands of the Lord are 
trustworthy, giving wisdom to those who lack it.  
8 The laws of the Lord are right, and those who obey them are happy. The commands of the 
Lord are just and give understanding to the mind.  
9 Reverence for the Lord is good; it will continue forever. The judgments of the Lord are 
just; they are always fair.  
10 They are more desirable than the finest gold; they are sweeter than the purest honey.  



11 They give knowledge to me, your servant; I am rewarded for obeying them.  
12 None of us can see our own errors; deliver me, Lord, from hidden faults!  
13 Keep me safe, also, from willful sins; don't let them rule over me. Then I shall be perfect 
and free from the evil of sin.  
14 May my words and my thoughts be acceptable to you, O Lord, my refuge and my 
redeemer! 
 

 

James 5 verses 13- 20 

13 Are any among you in trouble? They should pray. Are any among you happy? They 
should sing praises.  
14 Are any among you sick? They should send for the church elders, who will pray for them 
and rub olive oil on them in the name of the Lord.  
15 This prayer made in faith will heal the sick; the Lord will restore them to health, and the 
sins they have committed will be forgiven.  
16 So then, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, so that you will be 
healed. The prayer of a good person has a powerful effect.  
17 Elijah was the same kind of person as we are. He prayed earnestly that there would be 
no rain, and no rain fell on the land for three and a half years.  
18 Once again he prayed, and the sky poured out its rain and the earth produced its crops.  
19 My friends, if any of you wander away from the truth and another one brings you back 
again,  
20 remember this: whoever turns a sinner back from the wrong way will save that sinner's 
soul from death and bring about the forgiveness of many sins. 
 
 
 
Hymn 129: The Lord is King!  Lift up your voice 
 
Sermon:  
 
Our two readings today demonstrate very clearly two aspects of prayer. In the short passage 
from James, the words "pray" or "prayer" are mentioned at least six times and implied in 
the other verses as well.  In 1 Thessalonians, we are told to "pray without ceasing" (1 Thess 
5 v17).  But pray what?  Pray how? Pray why? 
 
Jesus' model prayer, which we have just repeated shows us just that: a model of how to 
pray.  In it there is some asking: " Give us this day our daily bread" etc, but only after we 
have concentrated on God first, recognising his greatness.  Our reading from Psalm 19 
demonstrates clearly how we should focus on God first, just as in any human relationship 
we shouldn't think and talk only of ourselves but should concentrate primarily on the other 
person That is how a relationship develops and deepens between people, and it is the way 
to develop and  deepen our relationship with God too.   
*Prayer, then, should be a "relationship deepener" - us learning to trust God more as we get 
to know him better.  He, of course, already knows us through and through. 



 
When we think of prayer though, we often think not of the praise and thanks or even the 
confession elements, but of the "shopping list" - intercessory prayer - praying for things, 
people, events.  That seems to take up the bulk of our prayers, both at home and in church, 
and it obviously did for the readers of James' letter too.  Yet, WHY do we do it?  Why does 
an Almighty, all-powerful God NEED people like us to pray for others?  Surely such a God can 
get along and act perfectly well without our having to pray and ask him for help? 
Of course he can. God doesn't NEED us to pray; he WANTS us to pray.  He wants us to share 
in his work in this world by our prayers.  "Sharing" is not the same as "helping".  God can do 
everything without our help, just as a mother can make cakes by herself without the "help" 
of her toddler - but it is better for the mother and child in their relationship with each other, 
and in the child's development, for them to share the activity. 
If we think of our prayers as "helping God" we fall into the trap of thinking "God didn't work 
in this situation - HE couldn't because WE didn't pray enough.  We need to make sure we 
are putting our trust in GOD, not in the power of our prayers.  God will act in HIS way : he is 
loving and caring, whether or not we pray, but he WANTS us to share in his work. 
*So, if prayer is firstly a deepening of our relationship with God, secondly it is an 
opportunity to share with him in his work, at his invitation. 
*Thirdly, it is our responsibility as Christians.  James makes this clear in our passage, and 
Jesus taught us this too, as in John 15 v12 where he commands us to "love one another".  If 
we love someone, we want the best for them.  Praying for our families and closest friends is 
probably the most common sort of prayer we make (apart from praying for ourselves).  In 
praying for others we are expressing our dependence on God to do something for them in 
their lives and situations.  Sometimes we find prayer hard: we are tired, ill, 
preoccupied.  Jesus faced crises, most particularly the Cross. Immediately before he was 
arrested, convicted, beaten, and crucified (as he knew he would be) what did he do?  He 
PRAYED.  In John's Gospel we read his words: "I do not pray for these only (his disciples) but 
also for those who are to believe in me through their word." (John 17 v20)  He prayed for us, 
direct descendants of those first disciples who spread the Word in their day, the Word that 
has come down the centuries to us.  Jesus loved us, as God loves us, and it is our 
responsibility as his followers to FOLLOW, and to LOVE and so to PRAY. 
I found a quote by an early 20th C American pastor which described intercessory prayer as 
"Love on its knees". 
So: * How is our relationship developing, deepening, with God? 
* Are we seeking the opportunity to share with him in his work? 
* Are we following him, and loving others, through our prayers? 
 
Hymn 546: Prayer is the soul's sincere desire 
 
Let us pray: 
Lord, we would praise you and thank you that we can come to you, can pray to you, and 
that you want us to come, to get to know you better, to share with you in your work in this 
world, loving and serving you and the people we know are in need.  We thank you that you 
not only hear our prayers, but you answer them - you are more willing to answer than we 
are to ask, more willing to support than we are to be supported, more loving than we can 
ever be. 



     As we come to you today with our prayers for other people, we pray that you will use our 
prayers, spoken and unspoken, now and at any time, for your glory in this world which you 
have made and which you love so much, in spite of all its failings, conflicts and evils. 
     We remember before you today the people of Afghanistan and Myanmar, fearing for 
their lives, and others in the Middle East, Africa and Asia where terror and repression are 
facts of life.  This is not how you meant your world to be when you made it.  Lord, bring your 
peace to them, to each and every one who knows fear or suffering, insecurity or 
hopelessness.  Give your peace, your love, your hope for a future of freedom and joy in you. 
And in our own land, where we don't know these challenges first-hand, we pray for those 
who face challenges of a different sort: health issues, employment problems,, financial 
worries, family break-up, bereavement... You know them all; we don't, but help us to pray, 
and where we do know folk in need, help us to serve you by serving them as you would 
have us serve, 
We ask all our prayers in Jesus' name, 
Amen. 
 
Hymn 547: What a friend we have in Jesus 
 
Benediction: 
"Now unto him who is able to keep us from falling, and to present us faultless in the 
presence of his glory with exceeding joy, to the only wise God, our Saviour, be glory and 
majesty, dominion and power, both now and forever,    

Amen.                                                                  (Jude v24,25 KJV) 

 


